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SAMPLE WRITTEN
GENERAL INUDSTRY CONFINED SPACE PROGRAM

For Compliance with:

Department of Labor, Occupational Health and Safety Administration
(OSHA): Confined Space Regulations for General Industry 29 CFR 1910.146.

NOTE: This material was compiled by the National Pest Management Association
(NPMA) as a sample plan to guide and assist in complying with OSHA’s federal rules
and regulations. It is not intended to supersede the requirements detailed in federal or
state regulations. Employers should review the standards for particular requirements
which are applicable to their specific situation and state. Employers will need to add
information relevant to their particular company in order to develop an effective program.
NPMA can assist in completing and maintaining this plan but recommend contacting
your local OSHA office for final authority.

10460 North Street, Fairfax, VA 22030 www.npmapestworld.org t 703.352.6762 f 703.352.3031



G@NPMA

National Pest Management Association

Qur Mission is Your Protection

Sample Confined Space Program
Structural Pest Management Industry
i Purpose

The purpose of (insert company name)’s confined space program is to detail
procedures to ensure safe entry into confined spaces by our employees. This
document contains requirements for practices and procedures to protect our
employees from potential hazards and train our employees to properly assess and
safely manage potential hazards in confined spaces.

The standards detailed in (insert company name)’s confined space program are
derived directly from the Department of Labor Occupational Health and Safety
Administration (OSHA), Confined Space regulations for General Industry 29 CFR
1910.146. (insert company name) is in the business of structural pest management
services and therefore fall within the scope of OSHA’s general industry standards.
It is (insert company name) policy that all provisions of this program are strictly
implemented and adhered to by all (insert company name) employees

II. Program Administrator

(insert name/position) shall be responsible for the implementation, training and
monitoring of this program. Specifically the program administrator shall:

a. Train all employees that may enter a confined space

b. Document all training of employees

¢. Maintain a written copy of this program (provide location) and make
available, upon request, to employees, their designated representatives,
and officials with the federal and (insert state) OSHA.

d. Annually review this program and update if necessary. Specifically
review list of Pest Management Confined Space Potential
Hazards/Protective Measures (appendix A)

e. Provide annual training to existing employees of new potential hazards
and/or procedures of this program

f. Continuously monitor employee activity and ensure this confined space
plan is being properly followed.

III.  Steps of an Effective Confined Space Entry Program

Employees of (insert company) shall not enter a confined space until the following
requirements are met:
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a. Employees that may encounter and/or enter a confined space are trained
on entry procedures and made aware of possible hazards that may be
encountered in the performance of their job
Employees identify potential hazards prior to entry into confined space

¢. Proper personal protective equipment is provided and worn prior to entry
into confined space

d. Proper tools and equipment are provided and used prior to entry into
confined space

e. Workers enter confined space and continuously monitor for hazards

f. Workers that identify a permit required hazard which cannot be controlled
and prevents safe entry must report this finding to (insert supervisor) and
shall not enter the confined space without an attendant

g. Workers implement the permit required confined space program in order
to enter the confined space.

IV.  Training

All employees who will enter confined spaces shall be trained in entry procedures and
identification and evaluation of confined space hazards.
a) Explanation of confined spaces
b) Discussion of routine confined spaces encountered in the pest management
industry
c¢) Discussion of how to treat specific hazards encountered in the pest
management industry
d) Discussion of the protective equipment and tools used, and how to properly
maintain and ensure proper function
e) Indepth conversation of what conditions prohibit entry into a confined space
and would require a permit
f) Procedures for responding to an emergency

V. What is a Confined Space?

OSHA defines a confined space as:
(1) Is large enough and so configured that an employee can bodily enter and
perform assigned work; and
(2) Has limited or restricted means for entry or exit (for example, tanks,
vessels, silos, storage bins, hoppers, vaults and pits are spaces that may
have limited entry); and
(3) Is not designed for continuous employee occupancy
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For pest management services the most common confined spaces may include crawl
spaces and attics. Other confined spaces may exist and must be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis. It is important to identify confined spaces prior to entry and evaluate
hazards. Confined spaces that do not have any hazards do not require additional
safety precautions, other than remaining aware of one’s surroundings while
continuously monitoring for potential hazards.

VL. Hazardous Conditions in Confined Spaces, Entry Procedures and
Guidance

a. Pest Management Hazards in Confined Spaces - In the pest management
industry many of the confined spaces that are entered have potential hazards, but
the vast majority can be mitigated and safely avoided with proper preparation,
awareness, caution, tools and equipment. Please refer to Appendix A for a list of
commonly encountered hazards and measures to adequately protect against. This
list should be continuously updated and improved when necessary. Hazards listed
in Appendix A are considered non-permit confined space entry hazards.

**In addition to procedures listed in Appendix A all employees entering a
non-permit confined space shall have access to a communication device
(cellphone, tablet, two-way radio, etc.) that has the capability to contact
(insert company name) and/or local emergency services.

The nature of the pest management industry involves potentially visiting dozens
of different work sites daily and it is imperative that employees continuously
update and train for potential hazards that can safely be accounted for and
avoided.

b. Hazardous Atmosphere in Confined Spaces — OSHA defines a hazardous
atmosphere as, an atmosphere that may expose employees to the risk of death,
incapacitation, impairment of ability to self-rescue, injury or acute illness from
one or more of the following causes:

1. Flammable gas, vapor or mist in excess of 10 percent of is lower
flammable limit (LFL);
ii. Airborne combustible dust at a concentration that meets or exceeds
its LFL
iii. Atmospheric oxygen concentration below 19.5 percent or above
23.5 percent;
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iv. Atmospheric concentration of any substance for which a dose or a
permissible exposure limit is published in subpart G, Occupational
Health and Environmental Control, or in Subpart Z, Toxic and
Hazardous Substances, of this Part and which could result in
employee exposure in excess of its dose or permissible exposure
limit;

v. Any other atmospheric condition that is immediately dangerous to
life or health

The majority of services performed by pest management professionals do not
involve hazardous atmospheric conditions. Entry into a confined space that has a
hazardous atmospheric can be controlled by:

a. Continuous forced air ventilation to control the hazardous
condition
b. Monitoring and inspection data that supports entry

¢. Permit Required Confined Space - In certain instances hazards in confined
spaces are of a degree of severity that additional steps are required to ensure safe
entry into a confined space. OSHA defines a permit-required confined space as a
space that has one or more of the following characteristics:

(1.) Contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere

(2.)Contains a material that has the potential for engulfing an entrant;

(3.)Has an internal configuration such that an entrant could be trapped or
asphyxiated by inwardly converging walls or by a floor which slopes
downward and tapers to a smaller cross-section; or

(4.)Contains any other recognized serious safety or health hazard.

Employees that complete training on confined spaces are considered a responsible
person capable of using their judgment to determine if a confined space has
hazards that would require permit-confined space procedures. If an employee
determines the confined space is a permit confined space they shall:

1. Refrain from entry into the confined space, or if already in than
immediately exit

ii. Notify potential entrants of the potential hazard within the
confined space
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iii. Immediately contact (insert name/position of the Program
Administrator) and detail hazardous conditions determined and/or
encountered.

VII. Permit-Required Program

The following procedures should be followed when a confined space is
determined to be permit-required:

a. Program administrator determination that the space requires a permit
Identify significant hazards and determine necessary protective steps

¢. Provide protective equipment and tools to ensure safe entry into the
confined space

d. Identify roles of entry team and provide information concerning the tasks
to be completed and hazards to be aware of with both the entrant and
attendant.

e. Attendant shall remain at the entry-way of the confined space and should
observe and remain in constant communication with the entrant

f.  Determination of the nearest emergency rescues services should be
identified, their contact information shall be made available to the
attendant and the rescue services availability will be confirmed.

10460 North Street, Fairfax, VA 22030 www.npmapestworld.org t703.352.6762 f 703.352.3031



221yaA 221A495 BY) uo saijddns Asessaosu yum 1y ple sy e dosy e
(19way e pue sano|3 ‘ssoys Jadoud) uipnpul Juswdinbs aaldalo4d [euossad aisym «
s199(qo dieys 4ay10 Jo sjieu Suipnayosd Ajuapi o1 Asue 01 Joud adedsimeld 10adsu] «

punoJ3 ay3 uo punoy sugsp

ul aq Aew sjeuslew dieys Jaylo Jo sjieN
“3uiied Jo punoJsd syl ygnouyl Suipniiaud
aq Aew sjeusjew dieys Jay3o 1o sjieN

s|eualen dieys/sjieN pasodx]

22eds paulyuod e uj Supiom Jaye pue o} Joud palelpAy ulewal pue Jsiem Jo Ajuaid juug e

20eds pauluod 3y3 X2 pue syealq Jusnbal) el e peqasinan aJmesadwa |
Jo/pue paiuapl Jou 4 ssdeds
pa1eayano 1o Azzip |94 noA Supjew s 1eyl Alanoe Aue dois
pauluod Ul snosaSuep g ued $53.43S 1BaH
uona|dwod uodn Juawdinba aayoajoad jeuosiad pue spuey ysem Alysnoioyy e
Suigimisip ploae Ajjeaiioads s0153gse 104 « s0159qsy/sn3und/ploiN

Jojelidsal pue 3uiyro)d sadoud ‘sanojd ‘uoidaload aAa) Juawdinba aandsioid Jadoud Jeapy e
aoedsimesd

3yl ulyum soisagse o snsuny/pjow Ajnuepl o1 idwanie pue Aijua o1 Joud adeds|imeld 10adsu| e

‘swiajqousd yijesy 219A9s 01 Jou|w
9sned Aew pagJnisip JO pajpuey ‘payancy
uaym so3saqsy pue sndund ‘spjoin

weJs3o.d uondazoud |ey s,Auedwo) JnoA ul pajielsp saunpadold yum Ajdwod shem|y e

wesgoud Ayayes Jappe| s,Auedwo)

4noA ul pajierap saunpadosd yum Ajdwod sAem|e ‘Aiessadau Ji J111e 9y 01 SS90 U3ppe| 10adsu] «
uaWarow Ja1sea Joy s1s10f ssoloe |aued e Ae| s|qissod y pue sisiof Suljied Buoje e

||e4 03 NOA 3sned pinoJ 1ey} spaezey ||e4 |elaualod 3oadsul pue AJjua 01 Joud adedsimeld 10adsu) «

saoeds pauluod
ui spaezey 3ul||ey Ja3unodua Aew sqiNd
2Jaym eaue Jueulwopald syl 4. oMY

uoI1109104d ||ed

AlD11109]8 JEBU SUJOM UBYM UOIINED 35N SABM|Y o

pazioyine pue payijenb ssajun Juawdinba 1o sp1od |BI1IIDD|D Jiedas JAASN e
Ja3em Suipue)s ul pauoiysod yi Juswdinbs |pa13oa|s a1eiado Jou 0Q -

5|00} puey pue Jamod pale|nsul 3jgnop 3sn SABM|Y e

spJezey 21432399 104 s2eds Joadsul pue Aujus 03 Joud soedsimesd 10adsu] «

*$300Ys

|e211103]2 01 NOA 250dxa pue snopaezey
2¢ Ued 532edS|IMEID U| SAIIM [BDLII|R
paianas 10 pasodxa ‘usj|e} ‘95007

spJezeH [eJ14323(3

Josialadns unoA 011sad e Aq pasned s3unls Jo/pue sayole.ds ‘sajqg 1oday «
321Yy3A 321A3S Y3 uo saljddns AJessaaau yum 31y pie 3sai) e dad)y e
(235 ‘uonoeloud aAs ‘sano|8) Juswdinba

*191unodus Aew noA 1sad 19813

an10310.4d |euosiad Jadoad ayy Suuieam noyum 1sad snossduep Ajjenustod e yoeoudde J0u 0Q | -uou pue 3284e3 Yy10q Jo spiezey jenusiod sised
si28uep |enusiod 3yl puelsiapun noA juepnoduwi st
J13Y3} Jo aieme aq pue eale JnoA 03 snouadipul sisad Ajlluspl 01 3|qe 2q pue puelsiapun «| 23eds paulyuod B Ul ‘Suljpuey YIm passel
s1sad Joj A1jua 01 Jownd aoedsimeld 10adsu] « aue SdiAd 1eY) $1sad Jo Aeuse ue ase auay )
suonnedald A1ejes SUOILpUO) snopJezeH spJezeH

910Z A4DNIq34

2INSE3N IN1IIAN04d/SpIezeH [B1IUd10d ddeds pauyuo) Juswaseur| 1534 1y xipuaddy

uoneRossY UBWaBRURY 1534 [BUONEN

VINdN




